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Contemporary Estonia is an Contemporary Estonia is an 
ethnically diverse societyethnically diverse society (1(1))

In addition to the dominant ethnic Estonians, In addition to the dominant ethnic Estonians, 
consists of more than one hundred other national consists of more than one hundred other national 
groups.groups.

According to the Statistical Office, on 1 January According to the Statistical Office, on 1 January 
2005 Estonia had a population of 2005 Estonia had a population of 1,347,5101,347,510 of of 
whom 922,989 were Estonians.whom 922,989 were Estonians.

Thus 424,521 persons belonged to other Thus 424,521 persons belonged to other 
nationalities, including 346,339 Russians, 28,456 nationalities, including 346,339 Russians, 28,456 
Ukrainians, 16,487 Byelorussians, 11,080 Finns, Ukrainians, 16,487 Byelorussians, 11,080 Finns, 
etc. etc. 
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Contemporary Estonia is anContemporary Estonia is an
ethnically diverse societyethnically diverse society ((2)2)
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At present, nonAt present, non--Estonians constitute Estonians constitute 
about 25% of all children of school age.about 25% of all children of school age.

Most of them live in Estonia for the Most of them live in Estonia for the 
second or third generationsecond or third generation..

The number of new immigrants (lived in The number of new immigrants (lived in 
Estonia for up to 3 years), applicants Estonia for up to 3 years), applicants 
for asylum and refugees is marginal for asylum and refugees is marginal 
about 300 new immigrants and no about 300 new immigrants and no 
refugeesrefugees..
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Cultural diversities as challenge for Cultural diversities as challenge for 
education systemeducation system

Main goal is for educators is Main goal is for educators is social social 
cohesioncohesion

Shared basic values (i.e. human rights)Shared basic values (i.e. human rights)
Shared language (languages)Shared language (languages)
Shared experiences and historyShared experiences and history
CitizenshipCitizenship

BasedBased on on solidsolid personal identitypersonal identity



AActivitiesctivities and initiatives on state leveland initiatives on state level
Some examplesSome examples::

Strategy for the integration of Estonian society 2008Strategy for the integration of Estonian society 2008--
20132013

http://http://wwwwww..tlutlu.ee/~.ee/~ingetinget/INTEGRATION/INTEGRATION--STRATEGYSTRATEGY--
ENGLISHENGLISH--VERSION.VERSION.docdoc

NonNon--Estonians' Integration FoundationEstonians' Integration Foundation
Language Immersion programsLanguage Immersion programs
Civic Education programsCivic Education programs
Foundation for Public UnderstandingFoundation for Public Understanding

http://www.tlu.ee/~inget/INTEGRATION-STRATEGY-ENGLISH-VERSION.dok
http://www.tlu.ee/~inget/INTEGRATION-STRATEGY-ENGLISH-VERSION.dok




In immersion programs, at least In immersion programs, at least 
50% of academic instruction is 50% of academic instruction is 
presented through the medium of presented through the medium of 
a second language during some a second language during some 
part of elementary and/or part of elementary and/or 
secondary school. Immersion secondary school. Immersion 
programs that begin in grade one programs that begin in grade one 
teach almost 100% of the teach almost 100% of the 
curriculum in the second language curriculum in the second language 
during the first two years. during the first two years. 









Foundation for Public 
Understanding



What we learn?What we learn?
Why we learn? Why we learn? 

How we learn?
What we learn?
Why we learn?

Will we do this 
together?
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