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“(_ultural diversities in [T ducation
in the North” —[Parents, elders and

the locla communitg in action

Cultural knowledgé and &ecolonizing processes
highlightecl in the process of in&igenizing Sami
schools in the north of Sweden.

Gunilla Joi‘nansson, Depar’cmcnt of I~ ducation, | ulea umvcrsitg of
Tec}mology, Sweden.
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Dbackground
Q7 he National Agencg of [~ ducation once more questioned the
Schools concerning the connection to the Sami Culture.
Thc evaluation focus on three levels of developmcnt

v'National level

\/Municipa]itg level

V| ocallevel = T he Sami School Board
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Ba ckgroun&

Q" valuation on Reform 9754mi — tendencies 2000-200%

\/Strong influence of the mainstream culture in general ont

he mentalitg of those involved, incluc!ing the Sami staff
v'Results of colonized minds has weekened the
strenghtening of the Sami Perspective

v Sami schools have not yet been able to rebuild the Sami
Platlcorm for the schools (|irvonen et al. 0%)
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E_nthusiasm

Q T he two schools describe their situation/cha”cnge:

v’ Parents, elders and the local community are enthusiastic
about making the Sami Perspcctiv more visible in cvcrgdag
school activities

v Theg expect to be able to focus on the leaming ina Sami

context in school and Prcschool. Wlﬁat does it mean and how

should it be?
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Fur]:)ose of the Project

T he main idea of this rojcct is to
understand school evclopment In a
context of — cultural hcritage of
in&igcnous Peoplcs
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Research c]uestions

How describe, analgze and highlight cultural

knowledge,

deco]onizing and vitalizing processes in teacher
thin‘(ing,

—ow knowledge and discourse influence on the
Dedagogical

activity,

r'low to studg the process of the development
In indigenizing Sami schools
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Research Questions

How can we identhcg goocJ exam]:)les of
Potcntial for teaching and teacher
competence with focus on involvement,
communication and coopcration?

T o what extent are the existing teacher
educational systems adapted for
devclopment of Potentia for teaching‘?
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DHOW can we encourage teachers to become

researcher’s

of their own rracticcs in school cvcrgdagJti
and esPecia] ;

O ow can ]ndigenous teachers be
strengthened

to "take back” their cultural knowledge and

cultu ral

Practices in school cverydag life?
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Q7 o describe and analgze how to iclenti{:g

good cxaml:)lcs of tcaching and leaming with focus

on involvcmcnt, communication and cooperation within
the local culture

Qjo what extent are the existing

educational systems dcveloPcd for individual well being
and health of the Sami culture?

QWhat can this Project contribute to the
imProvement on teacher — education?
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Research Qucstions
How are teachers Providcd the oPPortunitg .

to increase self awareness in cultural

unclerstanding and c!ecoloning processes
through reflection and critical
questioning’?

How can this Project contribute to the
imProvement of teacher education?
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T he {:o”owing questions are essential

\What are the crucial characteristics (cultural
cxpressions, Practices and events) that need to

be highlighte&?

How can ]ndigcnous teachers be strengthcned to
"take back” their cultural imowleclge and

culturalpractices in school everg&ag life?

Farents, elders and the local society?
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T he {:o”owing quc:stions are essential

How can this studg improve Peclagogical enthusiasm for
teaching and leamirsg in the cultural context?

FHow can the child’s own experience be used at Schoo] "
bui]ding the self confidence and in ”taking back” the Sami

cultural heritage?

How can cooPeration with the holders of the local cu]ture,
arents and the extended Fami!g be incorporatecl in the
Eod9 of teaching and leaming in the School?
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Action research and action learning

59 c!escribing) analgzing and highlighting how
cultural knowledge, decolonizing and vita]izing
processes in teacher thinking, knowlec’ge and

discourse influence on the Pedagogical activitg,

We will be able to stuég the process of the
&evelopment in inc!igc-:nizing Sami schools. Mang
]ndigenous Feoples struggle for incjigenizing;

maintaining and vitalizing their cultures.
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FProcess of action research

T eachers in Sami Preschools and in
compulsorg schools studg characteristics
of cultural Practices and thc—:g integrate
these Fincjings in the dailg work within

groups of children of age 2 ~ 12 years
old.
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Action research continue

Teacheﬁs multicultural competence is considered
to be the basic grouné, deep!g connected to the
cultural heritage of the Sami Pcople and Partlg

to the curriculum for Sami schools.
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Action research and action lcaming

T he studg involves parents, home
environment and “elders” in the teaching
and leaming processes and the local
cultural Practice IS Partlg intc—:gratecj in the
cjailg work.
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Possible results

To strc—:ngthen the Sami Perspective

in school activities. |n this studg

teachers implemcnt newEractices.
The Projcct is initiated from the

school level,
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Seminars — GrouP discussions
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Dialogues
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Loggs
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Logg Writing

o Y
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mplementation and development
jmp P

of Potential for teaching
1o describe and analgse

~the processes within the seminars
- the effect of individual Plans n aPPraisal of the
Potential for teaching

- the aPPraisal of knowlcdge about tcaching and
Iearning processes in terms of inclusive education

—in a school for all PuPils.
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E_valuation

Project
— started to think more about teacher competence
- my identity as a teacher has strenghtened
- the seminars have had a big influence on me
Seminars
— it has always been interesting to join the seminars,
- good forum for discussions of teacher competence
- Important reflections about my role as a teacher
- Possibilites to put words on my thoughts
We have used a special form for reflection
The group
- New thoughts, belonging, confidence
Logg writing
Individual plans, able to follow my own progress, to wright is to make it

visible
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]mplementation

Continouslg during the teacher training program:
~ Deve]opment of teacher competence bg reflection
~ Awareness of Persperctives of teacher compctence

- ] o work with an individual Plan for developing teacher

competence in theoretical courses and Practice

-390 deve]ope a competence in the art of reflection
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Quali{:ications in aPPraisa] of Tcachcr Competencc

Cognitivc Compctcncc
Cultural ComPctcncc
(_ommunicative ComPctcncc
(Creative ComPctcncc
Critical Compctcncc

Social Competence
Didactic ComPctcncc
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Qualitative research and reports

- ] wo reports Masters level. Carina Sarri,
(Gudrun kuhmunen

- Ohre Report. Bachelor K erstin Pittsa Omma

~ Reports on B level
~ Doctoral thesis
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