
Intercultural school Intercultural school 
groupsgroups

and the educationand the education

HungaryHungary
20072007

TICKLE- Teachers Intercultural Competences as Keystones for Learning in Europe
134317-2007-DE-Comenius-CMP



MigrationMigration

Source countriesSource countries
Hungarian nationalitiesHungarian nationalities
-- UkraineUkraine
-- RomaniaRomania
-- SerbiaSerbia
-- SlovakiaSlovakia
-- SloveniaSlovenia
-- CroatiaCroatia



NonNon--HungariansHungarians

-- EU countriesEU countries
mainly Westmainly West--Europeans aEuropeans annd Italiansd Italians

-- NonNon--EU countriesEU countries
mainly Chinese, Afghans, Arabs and mainly Chinese, Afghans, Arabs and 
NorthNorth--Africans (Africans (mmore than 90% of the ore than 90% of the 
refugees are from these countries)refugees are from these countries)



EducationEducation
(between age(between agess 66--1818))

since 2001 education since 2001 education has has beenbeen
compulsory for everybody even foreigners compulsory for everybody even foreigners 
staying in Hungarystaying in Hungary

everyone has the same rights and everyone has the same rights and 
obligations in the field of educationobligations in the field of education



Main figures of educationMain figures of education
(2006)(2006)

HHeadcounteadcount in public educationin public education: : 1.847.0001.847.000

StatusStatus totaltotal pprimaryrimary schoolschool
ForeignersForeigners 12.06712.067 4.5154.515
Native HungariansNative Hungarians 7.8117.811 2.6792.679
OOtherther nationsnations 4.2564.256 1.8361.836



Children in educational Children in educational 
institutesinstitutes

VERY POLARIZED VERY POLARIZED 

-- 1200 primary school1200 primary schoolss have foreign pupilshave foreign pupils
(average: 3,16/school)(average: 3,16/school)

-- but we but we havehave found found a a school where 240 school where 240 
foreign children learnforeign children learn



GEOGRAPHICALLYGEOGRAPHICALLY
(the situation is about the same)(the situation is about the same)

-- neighbour countriesneighbour countries’’ citizens are dispersed citizens are dispersed 
in Hungaryin Hungary

-- others live in Budapest and in bigger others live in Budapest and in bigger 
towns West of the Danubetowns West of the Danube



OTHER POINTOTHER POINTSS

-- WestWest--European and Chinese pupils are European and Chinese pupils are 
concentrated to their own schoolsconcentrated to their own schools

-- other nonother non--Hungarians have no choice, they must Hungarians have no choice, they must 
use the normal institutesuse the normal institutes

-- typical, that nations which have minorities in typical, that nations which have minorities in 
Hungary use the local national schoolsHungary use the local national schools



PossibilitiesPossibilities andand thethe
typicaltypical HungarianHungarian reactionreaction

Relation to 
their own culture

Relation to the culture of the new community

accept refuse

save integration segregation

lose assimilation marginalization



The problemThe problem

The average  Hungarian wants them to The average  Hungarian wants them to 
become a Hungarian and he thinks that become a Hungarian and he thinks that 
is integrationis integration..

The usual sentence: The usual sentence: 
If you want to live here, you must do the If you want to live here, you must do the 

same that we do.same that we do.



TeachersTeachers
The new pupil arrived. That was an The new pupil arrived. That was an 
unusual situation and I tried to solve it.unusual situation and I tried to solve it.

We put them into the first class to learn We put them into the first class to learn 
Latin letters and Hungarian language.Latin letters and Hungarian language.

II’’m very flexible, but he should follow our m very flexible, but he should follow our 
culture if he wantculture if he wantss to live here.to live here.



The The „„aliensaliens””

I was afraid of the whole thing, but my new I was afraid of the whole thing, but my new 
teacher was friendly and helped me.teacher was friendly and helped me.

II’’m Afghan, but children called me Arab. I was m Afghan, but children called me Arab. I was 
angry first, but when I had better Hungarian angry first, but when I had better Hungarian 
they understood the difference.they understood the difference.
I didnI didn’’t speak Hungarian at all, but some t speak Hungarian at all, but some 
friendly children played with me.friendly children played with me.



ConclusionsConclusions

Now the problem is not as big as in WestNow the problem is not as big as in West--
Europe, but migration rises in Hungary, too.Europe, but migration rises in Hungary, too.
The cases are multiple.The cases are multiple.
There are a lot of different schools and each There are a lot of different schools and each 
needs different ways and methods.needs different ways and methods.
ItIt’’s clear that Hungarian teachers are s clear that Hungarian teachers are 
untrained. Everybody works on his own way untrained. Everybody works on his own way 
and tries to find out the best solution.and tries to find out the best solution.



Final conclusionFinal conclusion

TICKLE TICKLE 
must be must be useful for ususeful for us
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